legant Southwest Contemporary...5 bedrooms, 4 baths,
4,874 foot home. Built on a ridge with exquisite
mountain and city views. The large windows throughout
capture the breathtaking views, including the city lights at
* night. Formal living/dining room; large kitchen with granite
counters; family room off kitchen with entertainment center; large master suite with 2-way fireplace,

Jacuzzi tub, two person shower, huge walk-in closet;
solar heated pool and spa plus outdoor cooking center.

$1,295,000. MLS# 21123562
Kline

CRS, GRI, ABR,

L
Broker/Owner
; 3208 E. Via Palomita » 520-577-7735
kliner! ail.com
www.tucsonrealestateandhomesforsale.com

Dr. Vanya Moreno
U of A Alumnus, Ph.D. in Learning
and Communication in Animals and
Expert in Behavior Problem Solving
for Dogs and Cats

Acima MaGNETISH

* Private lessons in your home
at your convenience!
Kids welcome!

* Puppy Kindergarten and
Basic Obedience at the
new Paws & Claws!

* Humane rattlesnake avoidance
training at your home!

Call Today <z b

Veterinarian Recommended
www.animalmagnetism.biz

2932 E. Broadway 320-5699

bike season

The time to gear up for El Tour training is now! Get
the perfect fit on a new bike from top brands like
Cervelo, Scott, Litespeed and more. Learn to take
care of your existing ride in our exclusive El Tour 2
201 bike class, and connect with other riders
through the TriSports Cycling Club. Come

check out all we have to offer today!

Bring your bike down and our highly skilled
mechanics will look it over for you to make

sure it's ready for the big day. You must bring
ad in to receive this service. Expires 11/20/2011 &

Palo Verde N of I-10
520.884.8743

The biggest selection.
The most knowledge.

' CO

swim. bike. run. shop.
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by Lisd K. Harris

LydaS. Harrz:s

Aravaipa Creek winds its way through Aravaipa Canyon.

Swoosh, swash, my tennis shoes sing as I hike against the current, gurgling
water swirling around my ankles. Cottonwoods tower overhead, their leaves
tinkling like wind chimes in the breeze. The concert hall of Aravaipa Canyon Wil-
derness, a verdant swath on the Galiuro Mountains’ northwest flank, resonates

with lush melodies.

I rebalance my pack, having barely
escaped face-planting into the creek af-
ter arock slipped out from beneath me,
for Aravaipa is a wet hike. I’d managed
to convince my two daughters that hik-
ing for three days was the perfect fam-
ily getaway. Perhaps it was the allure of
jumping fish, cliffs aglow in a full moon,
infinite hues of green or passing the day
partially submerged in cool clear water.

Aravaipa Canyon is all of these and
more. Twelve miles from end to end, it’s
possible to explore the area in a day, but
Aravaipa’s secrets and side canyons are
best uncovered over several. It requires
primitive camping, so come prepared
with a water filtration system and a
mindset for wet feet. Expect solitude—
only 50 users are allowed per day—and
recalibrate your clock, because Aravai-
pa’s watery trail is not the place to keep
time or distance.

It’s a place to bask in.

Duringarare dry patch, the trail cuts
a thin line through chest-high stands of
horsetail, a Paleozoic-era plant. With
each stride, the stalks brush against my
pack, like a boot-camp cadence.

Atthe confluence with Javelina Can-
yon (3.45 miles from the west entrance),
our pace slows as sheer rock constricts
the waterway and the creek deepens.
Occasionally, a saguaro grows from an
overhead crevice, appearing suspend-
ed in mid-air. Taking a break against a
boulder anchoring a tiny sandbar, we
nibble on trail mix and watch foot-long
chub and suckers congregate in pools
cut beneath the cliffs.

Soon afterward, the wedge between
banks widens and the water becomes
shallower. Cottonwcods, sycamores
and walnuts grow thickly near the edg-
es but quickly peter out. On the slopes,
prickly pear, jojoba and brittlebush
scantily grow. We continue to clomp
through water, the sun disappearing
beyond the canyon’s walls.

We spot Virgus Canyon on our right
(4.45 miles from the western entrance)
with massive walnut trees crowding its
boulder-strewn mouth, and call it a day,
settling onto anearby sandbar just large
enough for two tents. Next to our cook-
ing area, I find a USGS elevation marker

continued on page 77




Lyda S. Harris

Backpackingin Aravaipa Canyon

(2,796 feet) pounded into a nearby rock.
Stirring sundried tomatoes into linguini
on the camp stove, I count 32 vultures
swirling above the cliff with others
whirling in. I’ve never seen so many
at one go and wonder where they find
enough food.

Lyda returns from the creek after
filtering water, and reports she felt the
flutter of air against her cheek as a bat
flitted by. They are everywhere. Big
winged and small, dipping and whirling
over the water’s surface, chasing bugs.
In the morning, Ava and I discover
mountain lion tracks in the trail’s
squishy mud just beyond our sandbar
and follow them. Given how far it trav-
eled the trail and the topography, the
cat had to have moseyed silently by our
tents in the night. Measuring the print’s
width with my palm, ’m reminded that
we’re visitors in a wilderness area.

Realizing our exposed sandbar will
become awfully hot as the day wears
on, we move camp to a flat area across

WINE WISE
continued

it ideal for warmer climates as it is less
cloying than Port.

One of the best wine books ever
written is Noel Cossart’s Madeira: The
Island Vineyard, published in 1981 and
now long out of print. Emanuel Berk
of the Rare Wine Company has re-
published the original manuscript and
added several key chapters to update
it. If you want to understand the his-
tory, lore and charm of Madeira, this is
the book!

DL

Dale Stephen Sparks is a wine guy who
has worked both as a sommelier and
wholesale distributor in the Arizona

market for more than a decade. Com-
ments for publication should be address
to letters@desertleaf.com.

from Horseshoe Canyon (4.85 miles
from the western entrance). There are
several campsites shaded by gigantic
cottonwoods and willows, all with fire
rings and logs to sit on.

We spend the day exploring. Climb-
ing into Horseshoe Canyon’s narrow
mouth, we ease around stagnant pools
and follow a trickle of water. After a gi-
gantic boulder, the canyon opens into
a rocky cylinder, pock-marked with
saplings. A deep watery crevice stuffed
with crimson monkey flowers runs up
its middle.

We scramble to a lone tree grow-
ing against a nearby dry waterfall and
find a clear pool with tadpoles clinging
to its rocky edges. Easing into inky-
colored water, I spook a snake, which
disappears into watery blackness. Dar-
ing each other to swim the seemingly
bottomless pool from end to end, hop-
ing the snake doesn’t resurface, our
giggles resonate, adding to the can-
yon’s melody.

Finding Your Way

The Bureau of Land Management
administers Aravaipa Canyon Wilder-
ness, and a permit is required (www.
blm.gov/az/st/en/arolrsmain/aravaipa.
html). From U.S. Highway 77, turn east
onto Aravaipa Road eight miles north
of Mammoth. Follow Aravaipa Road 12
miles to the trailhead. No dogs are al-

lowed in the Wilderness.
DL

Lisa K. Harvris is a freelance writer and
environmental consultant with huge
wanderlust. Comments for publica-
tion should be addressed to letters@
desertleaf.com.
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MAJOR LUXURY BRAND NAMES

Family Owned Since 1978

PATIO FURNITURE REPAIR

e Vinyl Strapping
e Slings

e Parts
e Furniture Covers

o Umbrella Bases
REFINISH EXISTING FURNITURE

Recommended By Manufacturers

571-1232 www.djpatio.com

Practicin

Your Tucson Lawyer

* Personal Injury Law
¢ Medical Malpractice
» Probate

www.YourTucsonLawyer.com
FREE, NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION:

Law Offices of Phillip B. Tor, PLLC
1670 E. River Road, Suite 260 * Tucson, Arizona, 85718

4!
since 1995

* Vehicle accidents
* Wrongful death
» Mental Health Law

g

520-733-3700

GREATERTUCSON
LEADERSHIP

Rick Ahumada

Anna Avalos
Stryker

Amy Bhola

Imagine Greater Tucson
Joseph Blair
Foundation

David Brannon

Faith Schuerch-
Carrabis

Teen Outreach
Pregnancy Center

Liz Russo-Clyde
Southwest Gas Corp.

B. J. Cordova

Paul Cunningham
City of Tucson

Waste Management Inc.

Arizona Basketball Alumni

Waste Management Inc.

Tucson Clean & Beautiful

Amy Draper

Community Volunteer

Justin Eichmann
Cox Communications

JeFfre/z Ell

Tierra Anfigua Realty

Ryan Flannangan
f\%onced Media :

Art Gage
Law Offices of Arthur
V. Gage

Ciara Meyer-Garcia
Tu Nidito Children and
Family Services

Rhina Gerhauser

Jewish Community Center

Jennie Grabel
Clear Channel Radio

Kristen Hernandez

Girl Scouts of Southern AZ

For more information about GTL, visit: GreaterTucsonLeadership.org

Connect. Learn. Lead.

WELCOME CLASS 2012

Jenn O’Connor
Pima Association of
Governments

Heidi Iversen
Comeback Mama, LLC

Caroline Janjic
Nova Home Loans Vanessa Richter
Conservation Services
Ben Korn Group
Safeguard Tucson

Kent Simpson
Dani LeCompte Tierra Antigua Realty

Big Brothers/Big

Sisters of Tucson Jeff Sklar

lewis and Roca, LLP
Bill Leedy, Jr s
WG leedy Kim States

Consuliing, LLC Better Business Bureau
Laura Tanzer
UA Commerce Program

Jackie Lyle

Realm Environments

Kristine Welter
CODAC Behavioral
Health Services

Jamie Manser
Zocalo Magazine

Robert Medler
Tucson Mefro Chamber ~ Amy Zuckerman
Cloudbase Ranch
Connie Melton

Junior league of Tucson

Rattan §#

RER OF Fine FurNITURE

3778EAST ANT ROA ,ucsou

BANGKOK/f CAFE

323-1981

A Natura/
a &

Designer Lamps
...bring in your own base
& we'll create a unique
Custom Lamp!

Saturday 12-3 + 5-9:30

[AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE|
Dine-in or Take-out = et
i Y T e

bangkpkcafe.ner "1 he Opice of Life"

Repairs &

Restorations

MoONDAY - SATURDAY 10 - 4

323-7838

3772 E. GRANT RoaDp

e Workroom

Restorati
Expert
Repdir,

Recover,

Restore,

Reglue, Box-agy w s
- - Qqah el‘

Refinish, qumea&

Recondition

5% on 15+ yds / -20% on 8-14 yds / 15% on 5-7 yds
10% 3-4 yds, effective through November 31, 2011*

Complete Upholstery, Slip Covers, Cushions, Pillows, ,
Headboards, Bed Covers, Table Covers, US-made Foam

“ .3‘7'77'8 ETE.;RANT?QOAD 323-922
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