have choices.

Explore your choices by
calling (520) 253-8128 to
schedule your complimentary
lunch and tour.

FAIRWINDS

DESERT POINT

It's More Than Retirement.
It’s Five-Star Fun.

10701 N La Reserve Drive
Oro Valley - (520) 253-8128
leisurecare.com
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*Limit one per customer.

2001 N. Sabino Canyon Rd.
(520) 290-8181
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Great Lo

Haystacks, wildflowers,and fields greet arrivals to the village of Breb, which rises above the trees in the background.

Maramures Backroads:
Romania’s Region of Wooden Churches

[ alking a cobbled lane, we hunt
' for the letter C as we explore
Breb, a village in Romania’s
Maramures region. Our farm-stay host,
Ione, suggested the route. So far, blue
Cs have been scarce. On our right, a
woven fence—think linear basket—en-
closes a farmhouse yard. We hear gruff
barks, and through fence slats spot a
humongous, chained, muddy dog.

“There’s one.” Teenage Ava points
to ablue C with an arrow pointing right,
painted onto a tree trunk at a cross-
roads. Stringing together blue Cs is akin
to following a treasure map where gold
nuggets are uncovered at each turn.

The basket fence ends in a mas-
sive carved gate. The doors hang open.
Inside, chickens and ducks peck in
a mucky courtyard, a cow sticks its
head out a stable’s window, enamel
pots hang from nails tacked around
the home’s entry, and wooden sleigh
runners perch on the barn’s exterior.
A woman with her hair tied in a floral
scarf pins wet clothing to a line strung
under the eaves.

Visiting Maramures is taking a step
back in time. Men harvest hay with
scythes, swinging the long-handled
blade with the cadence of a metro-

Story and Photography by Lisa K. Harris

nome; flocks of sheep speckle hills lush
with wildflowers; women spin hemp
into thread.

“Watch out,” I shout.

A horse and cart barrel down upon
us. The buckboard’s bed is piled with
hay, and the red tassels on the draft
horse’s halter flutter. We jump side-
ways and I land on something squishy.

After the cart rattles by, I examine
what’s on the bottom of my sandal: a
flattened plum. The road is neatly lined
with plum trees, and there’s so much
fruit it rots on the ground.

Ava spots another C with an arrow
directing us to a well-worn path be-
tween stone walls barely arms-distance
apart. We head downhill toward a spire
and are spit out of the “chute” near an
ancient wooden church. Wooden Celtic
grave markers topped with metal arch-
es,and apple' trees brimming with fruit,
jam-pack the hillside. With a low-hang-
ing shingled roof capping axe-hewn
logs and white chinking, the church
looks like a toadstool bursting from an
unkempt orchard.

The tall shingled spire, the oldest
in a region known for its old churches,
dates to 1531. The church was built in
1621, replacing an earlier building. Most
of the 100 or so wooden churches in
Maramures are Orthodox, and eight
are listed as UNESCO World Heritage
Sites.

Next morning, after an early break-
fast of homemade yogurt, apricot jam,

The spire of thiswooden churchis the oldest in
the Maramures region. It dates to 1531.



Sleigh runners hang on the wall of a barn (right) in Breb. Note the blue “C”and arrow on the electrical pole where

the road curves to the right. The arrow points in the direction of the path.

and still-warm-from-the-oven bread,
we drive to the adjacent valley to ride
the CFF Viseu de-Sus, which uses a 760
mm gauge track (approximately 2 1/2
feet, the standard gauge of the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire) and is the
last remaining forestry railway in Eu-
rope. We snag seats in the rear car and
settle in. The only language heard is
Romanian, and when we speak English,
people stare.
Bump-ba-dum-ba-dum-bump. The
open-air car was designed to haul log-
gers, and the wooden seat boards were
meant to be utilitarian not comfort-
able. At 10 kilometers per hour (about
6 miles per hour), the train chugs past
barns, hedgerows, homes. People wave.
Some raise glasses to our adventure.
Steam billows from the engine as we
bump-ba-dum-ba-dum-bump alongside

the Vaser River, uphill into the forests
of the Carpathian Mountains.

We pass cleared swatches of for-
est where horses pull logs to makeshift
mills. In a narrow ravine we slow. Peo-
ple snap photos of a cave where WWII
soldiers hid from the German army.

Two and a half hours into the ride,
our backsides sore from bumping, we
stop at a cluster of buildings and picnic
tables. Everyone climbs off. Some jostle
for selfies with the billowing engine,
others head to a tiny museum on the
train’s history. Many smoke. We queue
up for a meal of sausage, coleslaw, rice,
and hot chocolate, and sit next to the
water and eat. Dancers in traditional
embroidered skirts and vests perform.
After the music stops, and after clean-
ing our plates, we bump-da-dum-bump

continued on next page
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For WomenWho-Live .
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Largest Selection of Women’s Swimwear and Cottons in Tucson! |

4811 E Grant Rd ® 6036 N Oracle Rd
Monday-Saturday 9:30am-5pm
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SHOWCASE 2020

Sunday, February 16th @ 11am-3pm
Hilton El Conquistador

RSVP at SHOWCASE.BVTRAVEL.COM

INSIGHT VACATIONS
The At o/[ ];aueé'nyin cS/y/e"

Visit all the highlights Italy has to offer.

ON THIS 11-DAY JOURNEY, YOU WILL:
Dine at authentic restaurants | VIP entry to the Vatican
Taste wines from the vineyards surrounding the area
Visit Pompeii, Venice, Pisa, Isle of Capri and more

INCLUDED INSIGHT SERVICES

B Our highly-skilled Travel Director will ensure your journey is seamless.

B Insight’s luxury, air-conditioned, 40-seat coach with double the
standard legroom and onboard washroom.

B We carry your bags for you and promptly deliver them to your hotel door.
B Hotel and restaurant tips are included.
B Complimentary coach and hotel Wi-Fi (where available).

B If your arrival and/or departure flights are as per the itinerary,
then transfers are available.

B/ nloyagélravel

Your Local Agency since 1 976

Bn

Voyage

441-2843
441-2859
441-2840

River & Campbell
Oro Valley
Green Valley

I r 1 BVTRAVEL.COM
ave Your Local Agency since 1976

Trip prices and dates are subject to confirmation at the time of booking. Discounts may be withdrawn at anytime, book early to confirm
space. All trip information is is subject to change, please confirm all details at time of booking. For full terms and condifions, please
contact Bon Voyage Travel.
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o Certified Hand Therapy B
and Physical Therapy

» Trigger Point Dry Needling

© Blood Flow Restriction Therapy

© Balance Therapy

D L

PHYSICAL THERAPY

o Post-Concussive Therapy

EVERY MOVE MATTERS

3988 E Ft LowellRd * 520.488.5291

Linda S. Tucker,
Attorney
Wills ~ Trusts ~ Probate

In-Office or by Phone
(520) 257-1166

1846 E. Innovation Park Drive
Oro Valley, AZ 85755
lindatuckerlaw@hotmail.com

Buying & Selling
Fine Art ¢ Antiques
Architectural Elements
Mid Century Modern

Historic Light Fixtures

Vintage Patio Furniture

ADOBE HOUSE ANTIQUES

2700 N Campbell Avenue * 520-325-9439

penny@adobehouseantiques.com

‘Since 1947, there is azL
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difference.

A steam engine of the CFF Viseu de Sus, the last remaining forestry railway in Europe, chugs along the banks of

the Vaser River in the Carpathian Mountains.

back to Viseu de Sus.

Driving to Sighetu Marmatei, near
the Ukrainian border, we pass Romany
selling mushrooms from spread-out
blankets. Women in long red skirts
and braided hair hover over their for-
est-gathered goods: dinner-plate-size
white caps and orange chanterelles.

In Sighetu, we navigate confusing
roundabouts, wishing the route were
marked with Cs, until finally finding
Elie Wiesel’s house. Inside, there is
scant furniture. Walls display photos of
Wiesel’s life: accepting the Nobel Peace
Prize for speaking against violence and
oppression; Night, his book detailing
his family’s Holocaust experience, a
book Ava read in school; his family and
neighbors rounded up and sent to Aus-
chwitz.

«1 expected more stuff,” Ava says.

“The house is empty.”

«“That’s the point,” I reply. “The
town’s entire Jewish population was
nearly exterminated, their stuff de-
stroyed.”

Back in Breb, Ione ushers us to a
ramada, seconds before a rainstorm
bursts. We tuck into divine stuffed cab-
bage rolls, minced eggplant and toma-
toes, and brandied pears, grateful for
being dry, discovering letter Cs, and for
Wiesel’s surviving to tell his story.

Tone pours a purple liquid into a
glass and shows me his iPhone. Its
screen displays “Plum cordial.”

I sip. Taste sunshine, wildflowers,
rain. Maramures.

: DL
Lisa K. Harris is a local freelance writer.
Comments for publication should be ad-
dressed to letters@desertleaf.com.

Carrie Anderson

(520) 918-0530

Thank you, Tucson Country Club Members for
making us the finest private, member-owned
club in Southern Arizona.

Play a round of golf virtually anytime you want in
under 4 hours on a traditional, storied course perfect
for walking. Enjoy golf, tennis, pickle ball, swimming
and dining,.

We have a very special club and it belongs to us,
not shared with hotel guests or outside interests.

Membership Director

www.tucsoncountryclub.com

TUCSON COUNTRY CILUB

1947

2950 North Camino Principal, Tucson, AZ 85715





